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Mogsage & Blessaings
rom
Hix Divime Holiness Sahib Sri Hazoor Sarguru JSagic Singh Ji Mabaray,
{The Supreme Spiritual Head of the Namahari Sikhs)
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It gives me great pleasure to send a message of goodwill 1o
Weolverhampton Inter-Faith Group (WIFG) on the
celebrations of their Silver Jubilee.

The WIFG is making a sterling effort in working for the
mutual respect, inter-faith amity and building bridges of
understanding between people and communities of different
Saiths in the United Kingdom.

During my visit in July 1989 to your offices in
Wolverhampton, I was impressed by the zeal, vigour and
dedication of your group in maintaining friendly reiations
with all the World’s refligious Organisations.

The members of the WIFG are the “Cream of Religion”
and they are doing what all religions shouid be doing to
create harmony and world peace,

As Guru Arjan savs in the Adi Granth Sahib,

* Sabhey sajhivaal sadayin toon Risey n disey bahra jiu *
Le.

“ You dwell deep within each and every heart.

All share in Your Grace. none are bevond yow.”
and
The Guru Nanak prayer,

“Tere bhane ‘sarbat’ da ‘bhala’ " meaning,

“By Your Grace may All be Blessed™
in reaf sense is the prayer adopted by the Inter-Faith group
and I pray to the Almighty so that you adhere to it, and may
Satguru Ji give you strength to carry on your selfless werk
in earnest devotion.
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A MESSAGE FROM THE MAYOR.

As the first citizen of Wolverhampton, it gives me immense pleasure
to write this short message for the Wolverhampton Inter-Faith
Group's Silver jubilee Celebration booklet.

Since its birth, 25 vears ago, the Wolverhampton Inter-Faith Group has
been working tirelessly for inter-racial, inter-cultural and mter-
religious understanding, leading to lasting peace, harmony and
friendship in thus great Borough of ours.

Initially, the Wolverhampton Inter-Faith Group had to fight against
many odds for justice and fairness. As years went by, the task became
slightly easier for the Group because more and more individuals and
institutions became sensitive to the needs of a growing diverse multi-
cultural society m Wolverhampton. In the seventies and eatly eighties,
religious communities had to face an uphill task to find a place of
worship of their own.

(]

Because of the sensitive and vet determined approach of the
Wolverhampton lnter-Faith Group, things began to move, and move
fast.

Wolverhampton now possesses many places of worship, belonging to
the Sikhs, the Muslims, the Hindus, the Buddhists and many other
faiths.

These places of worship are giving very loud and clear signals that
Wolverhampton is proud of its diversity of cultures as they are
enriching the socio-economic life of the Borough.

The conferences, seminars, meetings orgarused by the Wolverhampton
Inter-Faith Group, the resources such as the Directory of Places of
Worshup, the tape/slide show, the photographic exhibitions produced
by the Group - to name just a few- and the informal and formal advice
offered by the Group over the past 25 years, have built many bridges
and helped enormously to create a truly tension-free, harmoruous
Wolverhampton, in which we all live together in peace today.

However, we must not be complacent as there 1s still a lot to achieve.
Future projects are needed to extend learning further by celebrating
diversity and promoting an even better under standing of each others
differences. The more informed we are the more tolerant and
appreciative we become.

[ congratulate the Inter-Faith Group on all that it has achieved so far
and pledge my continuing support, and that of the Council, to its
ongoing work. as we move forward together to create a more
respecttui and more harmonious community for the New Millennsum.

Councillor Peter Bilson
Mayor of Wolverhampton
1999/ 2000




A WORD FROM OUR PATRON

When | think of all the Inter-Faith reports and stoties | have written
aver the vears, [ hardly know where and how to find an appropriate
way to inspure those whose job it will be to lead us into the future. I do
hope there will be many of them.

One needfui message should be to encourage leaders and members,
especially voung people, to be faithful to the faith they hold, and be
ready to leam from people of all faiths. Also to be ready to offer their
time and talents in the cause of peaceful action

| am reminded of a friend [ met in Australia at a peace conference. He
had written many hymns and songs for peace. One hymn I remember,
which we included in a Peace Service held at St. Peter’s, said the last
verse:

“There are times when every person has to cheose,
And times when nations cannot see ahead.
et us choose the peaceful way of justice for the poor
And act upon the prayers we choose to pray.”

As i buw out of active work, except for welcoming visitors and
washing up, | offer my heartfelt thanks to countless friends who have
supported aur work over the years.

} end with words | wrote many vears ago:

‘| see the growth of Inter-Fatth Groups and Inter-Faith
Dialogue as the way God 15 moving us towards the possibility of a
peaceful. revitalised world, where diversitv is celebrated as part of
GOD's plan for his creation.”

Yours in Peace and Love

Ivy Gutnidge

JASWINCER SINGH M.X sty Memzer 5.5 7 C
3 Ameitsar
34Bi8. Raya Farx
Sakur Basy
Naw Jen - 110C34
ingia
34 Septemoer 153%

| as a memoer 5t Shiromant Gurowara Pradancak Committee. Srt Ammisar,
India, 1ava Greal pleasure In Senaing My warm reetings snd Dest 'msnes 1o
3l ~memoers of Welverramoten mtse-Farn Srcup CWIFG), wno w22
celeoraung ine Group's Silver Jupiiee function on 25" Seotemper 1999 | haa
™a orcua civiege of visiting WIFG in Englana ang  2amng from the Groug,
apour ha Group s muitifanous aciwities far Sromonng Mutual resoect ‘cr cné
anomners ‘altn anc Jevelod <argiai refationsnio mJtual understancing, o
creatng narmory, justite ana geace among Ne Memdars and commynites of
TUit-cuitural ang muit-fath sociery of Wolvernamotgn 'NIFG s aiso creaited
:,? pe cre of ine oidest and Most actve Mter-Fath Gicup sumentty working 11
Great 3ntarr )

| have na coud! that :re Grouo s aeaicaled sanice over M2 oast 25 vears nas
16t only 2aMea em mucn aUrels 30 3COreciation Tom ine seople of
‘Noivamarroton. But .t wil &S0 ‘ake nem ' Ne otnagle 3T Jiary “or Singing

et
he Tycn teedeq jood anioana ver. us Emy ©og gwn of

NONSMampIon ana Davena. n e vears & same

SirCersly 008 ang crav '3 Sof 3ar Gu
Tany Clessings fem mum inr oy an

TEN T BN

arfort wil 1ave
L0uf servise 'n D Me

[oX




CHALLENGING TIMES AHEAD

Some ten vears ago. a series of meetings were held between the Inter-
Faith Group and the LEA's MulteCultural Education Service. |
attended some of those meetings and the discourse that ensued on a
aumber ot multi-cultural, multi-faith matters wtensified my tnterest in
the activities of the Group. [ found our conversations with lvy
Guiridge, Tim Fyffe and others so engaging that | decided to jon 1t. |
was actively encouraged to participate m the activities orgamsed by
the Inter-Faith Croup by my colleague Harun Rashid who had been
associated with this organisation since s mnception. Qur collaborative
endeavours resulted in the production of several booklets on various
mmority ethnic faith communities,

Attendance at meetings in the homes of Board members was a new
and refreshing experience. The mutual trust evident in discussions
about sensitive matters was very re-assuring, [ felt that most of the
people at those meetings were receptive and open hearted. There was
a good deal of listening taking place and people felt confident enough
to be honest and frank about expressing their views and concerns. The
discussions, sometimes protracted discussions, highlighted profound
differences as well as common ground between different faiths. It
brought home to me the fact that inter-faith dialogue is not saying that
alf religions are the same and, therefore, it does not lead to a dilution
of cne’s faith. Dialogue with our neighbours of other faith
communtties helps us to move toward discoveries of truth not vet
revealed to us. There is no intention here to syncretism or of the
merging of all religions into one. There is no need for anyone to
compromise their religious beliefs.

Of course, one sometimes comes across a tiny minority of people in
the Group who have closed minds and who have convinced
themselves that they, and they alone, have uimpeded access to God
and the Ultimate Truth. That is not surprising.

Une hopes that with reguiar exposure to other points of views at
meetings ana events, they might one dav learn to appreciate the value
or humility and throw vpen the windows of their minds.

tVhat has impressed me most about the majority of people in the Inter-
Faith Croup is thew commutment to fairness, equality and justice.
Helping the troubled peapie in Bosnia, campaigning for Jubilee 2000,
registering “oncern at the persecution of minority ethnic communities
m India and Pakistan are but some of issues which have engaged
many members of the Group and spurred them to take appropnate
action. Thev have zealously rawed their voice against discrimination
and bigotry and their ideal of a turning our society nto a better
humean community needs ta be applauded. ’

Timely imterventions to resolve conflicts is worthwhile but what is
more worthwhile for me 1 the inter-reaction with a wide range of
beliefs and cultures within the !nter-Faith community , so vitally
important for learmng growth and mutual enhancement. Exploring
personal. familial and societal ssues from a variety of religious
perspectives has been a verv stimulating experzence for me.

The Bhagvad Cita's message * ...uve no hatred for any betng at ail; jor
all whe do thes shall come to me” can be found i most of the holy books
of other faiths. This 15 the core message the Inter-Faith Group wants to
communicate to all commuraties because it i only through love,
mclusive love and understanding that we can find lastng peace.

Sadly the mcreasing incidence of aggression, parochialism and
bigotrv in the world means that the need for work m Inter-Faith
relations is not gomng to diminish in the foreseeable future. There will
be many more mountains for our Group to climb but | am confident
we can rise to new chailenges. »

Sehdev Bismal
Chajrman
1999/2000
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Achjevements and Challenges.

It gives me great pleasure to contribute to the Silver jubilee celebration
of Wolverhampton Inter-Faith Group and to record my smce;e
appreciation of the tremendous role that the Group has played m the

life of Wolverhampton over these past 13 years.

Over this time the Wolverhampton community has changed a great
deal, Cultural and racial harmony in our town 5 far more
pronounced, and neighbours live side by side in a way which »:;
could only dream about. The reality was that in the 1970’5 'Emml
Powell's éndmﬁon of the late ‘60s had created a great time of rac :
tolerance and ll-will towards those who had come to live monsf
us from the New Commonwealth. | rememberlworkmg in the
steelworks in Bilston during that period, when attitudes were very

harsh and unbending,

i ¢ Wolverhampton Inter-Faith played a crucial rqle
ihrc::):;ﬁ eifh:tha period, theP churches, vol‘untary and dcommlun;:i
bodies, providing the leadership m combating racist ana intoler :
attitudes. By their vision and commitment they won the hearts an
minds of many of our citizens to & belief in our community difofmmgt
together and working together to gain respect for those of differen
vace or creed.

The best way of celebrating the Silver Jubilee of the Wolverha_lerp;;:m
Inter-Faith Group @ to redouble our efforts to make the" her
progress which is necessary 0 truly achieve a community ‘wiere
avervone is valued, no matter what thew race, creed or culture.

Denrus Turner MP
Welverhartpton South-East.
House of Commons.

The End of an Eral
One of the oldest, if not the oldest, of the nunonty communties of the
Borough 1s the Wolverhampton [ewish Community It was founded 1n
the early 7ait of the ninsteenth centurv, although our records have
falled to provide us with an exact date.

The present synagogue stands on 2 sie i Frver Street,
apposite the “Chubb” building, The date on the Deeds document
being 1856. Afer a fire 1n 1900, 1t was rebuilt m 1903.

Previous to 1836, a svnagogue was located in the Wolverhampton
Horsley felds area, i 5t. James’ Square.

According to the inscriptions on some of the gravestones in
the orsginal cemetery in Cockshutt Lante, which are still legible, some
are dlated 1836, Some others, which are illegible, could be even ofder.
The land on which this cemetery stands was donated to the Jewish
Communtty by the Duke of Sutherland in 1851. As there were graves
in this burtal ground prior to 1851, it must be assumed that this land
was used for a considerable lime as a Jewish burial ground, before it
was donated.

At its height, the community consisted of upwards of a
hundred famulies, but over time the numbers have been depleted, and
have dwindled to a handful of mostly elderly and single members.

Unable to support a Minster in recent vears, Services have
been conducted by lay readers. For High Holyday Services, members
travel Lo Birmugham to join with fellow Co-religionists.

For some time i has been rezlised that the upkeep and mamtenance of
the building was no longer feasible, and closure would be inevitable.

Sadly, that time has now arrived and the svnagogue building 1s to be
sold.

The Wolverhampton Hebrew Congregation has been associated with
the Wolverhampton Inter-Faith Group since its foundation and has
always enjoved a happy relationship with all of its participating
religious groups.

Mr Len Brandes
Founder Member WIFG




Wolverhampton Inter-Faith Group -
As [ have known it for the past 25 years.

| as one of the founding members of Wolverhampton Inter-Faith
Group (WIFG), take the privilege of strolling down memory lmg, }t\o
describe how WIFG started, werked, matured and became one of t f
most active and highly regarded inter-faith groups mn the United

Kingdom.

IFG came mto being in March 1974, when race relations u'}

t:lifl»('erhampton, stirredgby the late Enoch Powell's “rivers of blo;c.i
speech, caused great concern to all. Christian Churches respondef »:;
the need of creating goodwill, and deaded to contact the local fai g
community leaders. The immigrant faith commuruties co-operate
with them whale-heartedly i their efforts in building friendship,
communitv understanding, justice, peace ar}d harmeny.
Many proneer workers, belonging to all faiths, were able to mafe
genu-mé and true inter-faith relationships. During the past 25'years we
have not only been able to maintain these, but bave further improved
and expanded upon them to cover many other fields.

Our initial activities were very basic =.g. meeting and introducing

ourselves to each other, visiting each others places of worship and
ing about other faiths.

‘Yf::;mfri we started orgarusing meetings to discuss maﬁgm of

common interest ie. school dress for Muslim girls, the wearing of

turbans by Sikh students in schools, rehgious education in school

curriculums and learning about others ways of worship.

The Group also started an annual multi-faith, communal ’Prayer for
Peace’ service, at St. Peter's Church on various national and
{nternational issues for peace and justice, which is still held m January

each vear.

In 1975, WIFG, with extraordinary zeal and vigour, prepared an mte'r-
fath photographic exhibition on “Ways of Worship in
Wolverhampton”.

10

It was very much appreciated and became an important ‘resource

winch attracted the attention of many of the educational mstitutions.
This in turn led to WIFG's active mvolvement in teaching inter-raith
education, Mrs lvy Gutridge, one of the leading pioneers, started th:s
involvement and was subsequently succeeded by Dr. Bando, our
present Development Officer. Earlier, the Methodist Church had verv
kindly seconded a part time “co-ordmnator’, the Revd, Inderit Bhogal
to guide and streamline the activities of the Group, He did an excellent
job, raising the name and profile of the Group.

WIFG, in collaboration with the local faith communities, 15 currently in
the process of producing an updated ‘colour’ version of the
photographic exhibition. This is nearing completion, with the
dedicated effort of the Revd. Tim Fyffe,

WIFG have also published three editions of a ‘Directory of Flaces ot
Worship’ in Wolverhampton, the last in 1997. A revision for the
millennium is currently n hand.

Substantiai grants from the Church Urban Fund and the Methodust
Church enabled us to appoint a Development Officer/ Administrator,
Dr Bando contacted schools, colleges and other aducational
institutions and organised visits to various places of worship; for their
pupts. This earned considerable income for WIFG, significantly
improving the financial position of the Group.

We celebrated our 20th Anniversary, in 1994 and published a booklet
"Memories and Visions' which was a great success and brought good
publicity for the Group.

The work of WIFG was further appreciated that vear, when Her
Majesty the Queen awarded an MBE to Mrs tvy Gutridge, long-time
secretary of the Group. The award was i recognution of her own and
the Group's excellent work in building bridges of understanding
between the people and communities of different faiths and cultures,
in the Town of Wolverhampten.

For the last twenty five vears WIFG lave successtully been able to
advance knowledge, understanding, friendship, co-operation, justice

and peace between the people and communities of different faichs and
cultures,




which are the largest among the Asian
alongside other faith communities
have contributed enormously to support. help and expand WIFG's
programme. At present more than 15 communty groups of al} faiths
are affiliated o us. WIFG, by its hard work, has also been able to
he interest of the minority communities

The local Sikh communities,
communities N Wolverhampton,

promote justice and look after ¢
n many areas.

The Group's dedicated service has made deep impressions
and friendshups between the farth communities, and earned trust and
confidence in the minds of the people of Wolverhampton.

In July 1989, His Holiness Sahib Sri Satgurd Jagjit Singh Ji Maharaj,
supreme spiritual head of the Namdhari Sikh Community, visited
WIFG and gave his divine blessings to all its members. He
commented "WIFG is doing what all religions should be domg to
create harmony and world peace.” His Holimess was so deeply
mpressed with the workers of the Group, that he described them as
“the cream of society”. The Divine Holiness Satguru ji even now, from
time to time, sends His Blessings and asks Namdhari Sikhs to
contribute as fully as posstble to the WIFG's multifarious programme.

Finaily, | would like to say that WIFG continues to be in the
forefront of issues on religion, peace and community harmony.
There 15 as much need now for its presence and activity. as there was
when the Group was tounded. Generations may come and go, but the
institutions remain. | therefore believe that all of us who believe m the
value of inter-faith work must draw more of the younger generation to
the group, so that they can work harder and uphold the inter-
religious amtty, love and friendship in this multi-faith and multi-
cultaral society of Great Britain in the vears to come.
Let all veterans, pioneers and experienced workers guide them and us

in achieving our objectives.

Vasdev Singh Bhamrah
Vice-Chairman 1998/1999
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Inter-Faith Memories and Experiences

My association with the [
3 e [nter-Faith Grou 5 i
t p goes back to ¢
:, wadsnhrst s:t up. It was thought it would be a clesu-ab]re}et}:l'me tWhen
‘fmm‘mim rella organisation in our town, which le;l‘g ‘;51?‘
C ities to promote unity in diversy : .
4 3 ty and ¢ i
harmomr and peace in our multi-fatth society S
[ was, at that time, President of the ¢ hrt K
2, the Shri Knst
. nshna T
mre wx: Reverend Neville Platten who was the inspirati e!l‘)‘eple e
E{o;;’os to set up the Inter-Faith Group. B
e began the visionary process of bringing people from different
) 2 ren

faiths together and as
a cons 5
Group was set up in 1974, sequence the Wolverhampton Inter-Faith

Why did I join?
My reasons for joinung the Inter-Faith Group were as follows:

(a) to acquure understandi
nding of other faiths. Alth
[rudmxentary knowledge of other beliefs and f::;\;sh Ko
was looking for my knowledge to be extended.

(b) to & )
\ ppreciate beliefs and
used to i my own Hmd: ;aalc:;\ms different from what | was

() | was also lookin
g for an opportunity to share my b
other people, to explatn what it meant to be a :{‘;‘d:h‘ffs .

Gl t i :
J dc;fm;i;ut how we could colfaboratively work together to
: Wpe ;e ignorance permeating society at large.
anted peace and harmony to be achieved, but based on

understanding and with
s g out having to lose my own distinct
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How did we start?

We began meeting in the homes of people, learning about one another
through conversation and personal contact.

We started attending celebrations of different faiths such as Christmas,
Baisakhi and Diwali.

We also started visiting different places of worship in Wolverhampton
and beyond.

The result was that we could engage in a dialogue without hurting
each other's teelings.

We could even joke about our differences without impinging on our
friendship.

What is my Religion?

| am a Hindu by birth and [ believe that religion is the binding force
necessary for ensuring solidarity of society. Hinduism is the oldest

religion and predates history-

it has the capacity to accommodate diverse beliefs and ways of life. [
was taught to respect prophets and great people from other faiths.
Thus sort of readiness to accept others makes one receptive to other
fatths. | believe my faith has equipped me well to contribute to inter-
faith dialogue without having my faith diluted or weakened.

King Ashoka, a 12th century Hindu King, once said:

“He who does have reverence for his own sect while disparaging the
sect of others with intent to enhance his own sect, in reality inflicts
severe injuries on his own sect.”

[nter-faith initiatives play an important part in building bridges
between conmunities.
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What have 1 learned?

Dialogue with other raiths makes vou realise that there are other
people who are ;Jso trving to attawr what you aspire to attain. We are
Eg;mg un parallel paths, but the destination 1s the same ‘
ce vou have grasped this truth, vz | 7
1 g . vou will realise that vou
have ¢ monopoly over truth. ¥ol e f

Ygu have no right to say that the people who are doing things in
different way are ignorant and that they will suffer in hell L
Most people are searching for the same sort of things as V(.m

i.e. happiness, contentment and peace within themselves. '

Personal contact 15 the onl
v way to get rid of vour prejudic
only way to learn about others. R s
N u f
Many of the people | have come across, in my time with the Inter-

Faith Croup, are open minded and
’ and tolerant, alth ) ! hav
still 4 ot to lean. Sl it

We must not give up working towards ever greater dialogue, which 15

;\;tt about dm;mxshmdg anvone s faith, but about butlding bridges and
ering understanding and appreciation for the ri i

present m our society. £ e ieh divers

T.R. Bhardway.
Founding Member




We are also 25!

Comcidentally the West Midlands Probation Service has also passed
the quarter century mark this year, In 1974 the Probation Services for
the towns, cities and counties that merged to form the West Midlands
were amalgamated to form a Probation Service with a head office in
Birmingham.

Zven though the West Midlands County Council was itself scrapped
in the 1980s the regional Probation service has continued. To mark the
occasion we also produced a publication . Contributions to that
showed that the Probation Service in 1974 was very different.

Probably the biggest difference has been in the staff that we employ.
In 1974 it was very much a white organisation with few members of
staff from ethnic minorities and few from other faith communities.

At that time the service failed to represent the multi - cultural nature
of society. That situation changed only slowly during the 1980's but m
the last 10 years we have more than doubled the number of ethnic
minority staff in our organisation. Now some 18% of our workforce
are black and Asian, and we have a wide range of faiths and people
without a religious faith, in our organisation.

The relationship between values, views of right and wrong, about
punishment and mercy are central to many different faiths.

Indeed the early history of the modern Probation Service dates

back to the late 19th century with the establishment of Police

Court Missionaries.

This role, often taken by local ministers of religion, was based on a
notion of rescuing criminals from a cyde of crime, frequently the
product of alcohol abuse, and the resultant sentences of
imprisonment. [t had parallels with the growth of the Salvation Army
and the temperance movement.

After the Probation service was established on a legal footing by Acts

of Parliament in the early 20th century, it was still the case that many
Probation Officers were also part- time or ex mirusters of religion.
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Although the Probation Service has heen a professional organisation
for many vears, the strong thread of faith based motivation for at
least an nitial interest in this area of work still exists amongst some
statf.

The Probation Service now has a wide range of functions and one that
has grown particularly m the last 25 vears has been community
service.  Beneficiaries of the work dome by community service
offenders are frequently put in touch with the scheme tﬁrdugh local
temples and places of worship.

For example the Wolverhampton Commuruty Service Unit has
worked in the past year with; Bradley Methodist Church, at the Jewish
Cemetery, with Ek Niwas (One Home), the Asian Evangelical Church
and with the Wolverhampton Mosque on Waterloo Road.

Of equal importance to the Probation Service is to ensure that work
tasks allocated to people on commumity service or the times of
appointments and group work programmes for people on probation
do not condlict with the requirements of people’s religion.

This is a process of continual learning and one that has been helped
over the years by links to groups such as the Wolverhampton Inter-
Faith Group.

The “think local - act global” event in 1997 drew support from
t._he »Probahon Service, and was publicised 1n oyr staff magazipe, as an
intiative which successfully brought people together to enmjov
themselves, to learn and to share. )

Who could want for more than that!

Keith Young
West Midlands Probation Service.




Targeted Resources.

I have had the advantage over the other contributors to this volume, i
that 1 had a chance to read what they wrote before finalising my
contribution. That enjovable reading saved me repeating some of the
helpful things they have contributed.

| am conscious of the twenty-five vears of hard work and discovery
that is bemng celebrated in our Silver lubilee. Beyond what WIFG did
in its own name, the Inter-Faith Group has contributed to the practical
thinking and policies of many other bodies in Wolverhampton and
enhanced their effectiveness.

There are with us for the celebration just a few of those members who
have been with us since the beginning, and it is our intention to
honour them by acknowledging their foresight and vision.

Listening to their stories convinces me that we have come a long way
in the last twenty-five years.

Three changes (among many) that | see are these:

Firstly, we have grown in mutual trust as people who are different. We
don't have to insist that ‘inside you are really the same as me, your
faith is the same as mine, it only looks different from the vutside’.

Secondly, we have come to honour and respect the differences, as
something that binds us together. The cement between bricks in a
building holds them apart, as well as holding them together.

Thirdly, we are moving on from general creation of respect and
harmony, on to targeted programmes. The Development Plan we have
now adopted sharpens the focal pormts of our activites. Our aim is to
become a really effective RESOURCE CENTRE for R.E., as well as for
mote general enquiries about ditferent faiths i town.
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éw Gutridge has weitten her own message in this ‘booklet

{want to pay tribute to the way she held the group to, ethér /
difficuit momeyt. The confidence we have 1; mumalg relatlcl)[r:sr:jam »
due m part to her mothering the whote group, never mind mu'ruPS o
and encouraging individual members. What will consolidate :mlg

velonging C
velonging is the focused rogrammes now clud n ur
progr Jie] ed i s}

New members of the Board bring fresh energy and perspective

A very active Funding Group has in hand a nunF:ber osf' ant

;pphcanor.\s. The office will be decorated and refurbished by a Siglne
egeneration Budget Grant from the Council. Funds for ordinary

running and rent are harder to come by. e

! hope vou will enjoy the brighter welcome from the surrounding of

the office, in the very
ok v near future. The personal welcome is always

The Jewish Community jolve isti

and were amang the fgufd?ror::;ﬂpg?&};a;rij; i

The Synagogue in Fryer Street is now closed and up.r'or sale

g}wfi_]s 'a sugge#iorithat the Council might buy t, and gn"e it for use

h_y the lnter-Taith Group, and we are expioring how that mig
y 7 ght

With that building we ¢ < ery

for Muiti-Faith Reisigweugogdlicl;:::e 7 e effective pesoures centre

Jim McManus
Hon, Secretary.




Wolverhampton Inter-Faith - 25 Years.

It 5 a prviege to be mnvited to take part m the celebrations of
Wolverhampton's [nter-Faith Groug.

On such occasions one may reflect upan achievements or reminisce.
For my part | prefer to look to the future and comment on a coupl’e of
matters which seem to me to require resolution before the 50th
Anniversary is observed.

During recent vears Britamn's multi religious nature ha§ been
recognised increasingly. Many TV presenters and reporters testify to it
daily. TV and radio programmes and articles in journals enhance this
awareness. Promenade concerts usually include music from the
subcontinent. The Prince of Wales, the Bishop of London, the Chief
Rabbi, and political representatives affirmed that we are arml.lxlhfalm
soctety and spoke of the contribution of Sikhs to the nation’s life, and
the need for their values to be shared with the rest of us when they
spoke at the Vaisakhi 300 gathermg at the Roval Albert Hall tast
Aprl..

[n two respects, however, there has been no movement and it will not
be correct to speak of Britain as genuinely multi-rehgmusv until these
have been dealt with positively. [ refer to the schoel curriculum and
the participation of faiths other than Christian in national acts of
worship.

Religious Educatior, it 5 well known is multifaith by act of
parliament. The 1988 Education Act required agreed 5yUabu§es to
“reflect the fact that the religious traditions in Great Britain are in the
main Christian whilst taking into account the teaching and practice of
other principal religions represented in the country” (Section 8 (3))..

However, there is no requirement for pupils to read the short stories
of R K Naravan or learn about Islamic art or scientific achleyement.
Helping children discover their world heritage is not something that
schools need be concerned about.

Some people may begm to find out about it as | did aged 32, but they
are [ikelv to be the few

Most schools will not help voung Muslims to develop seif esteem or
=ncourage their peers to respect islamic cultures,

White pupiis, for the sake of a better phrase, will continue to despse
those with brown or black skins, who w tumn will not learn to be
proud of their rich heritage. The world of 1945, ever recading, st
seems o domimnate British education. And even references to that are
selective,

The 50th anmiversaries of VE and V] Day 1gnored the contribution of
the two and 4 half million strong Indian army, the largest voluntary
army in world history. They were at Dunkirk, they held back Rommel
in the Western desert and they stemmed the Japanese advance from
Burma into the subcontinent. Yet it was only this spring that most
watchers of BBC2 learned of their exploits and the 28 VC's which they
won!

'am fullv aware of the difficulties which are said to attend inter
religious worship. | did not sit on an Anglican Board of Mission
Commuttee which considered it for what seemed a decade without
hearing them many times over. In fact | suggested that the fina
document might be scrapped and trees saved. “Multifaith worship can
damage vour (spiritual) health!” might do instead! { have also been
present at discussions on the issue in the Jerusalem Chamber of
Westminster Abbey.

My concern, however, is with justice. The act of worship from
Liandaff Cathedral, just before the Welsh Assembly formallv came
into being, mentioned the fact that Wales was a multifaith society
many times but when it came down to reality only Christian
denominatians, perhaps as many as a dozen of them, were heard! In
the davs of mv childhood there was a saying “Children might be seen
but not heard” So it 15 to he apparently with faiths other than
Christian in Wales.




The service in St. Giles Cathedral to mark the opening of the Scottish
Partiament had nothing to sav about other faiths so no expectations
were raised and dashed.

if 1t ca ; (and [ speak as a
Theology is dead if it cannot respond tc reality. Jesus. {and [ sp
Christiari), does not need such thinkers to defend hum. What is true
will survive and triumph and be strengthened by challenge.

What will happen when a new monarch is enthroned? If Bntpn really
is the home of the two and a haif million Jews, Hindus, Mu;l_ugs and
Sikhs it must retogﬁjse their right as much as that of Christians to
speak, to pray for their nation and its ruler in public.

If the Britain of the next fifty years cannot become a country where the

faiths of other men and women are honoured as much as my own it

will have no right o call itself the United Kingdom. The phrase used
to relate to Wales, Scotland and Northern freland.

Tn the future it must stand for the more umportant unity of faiths in a
country where each of us can sit under their own vine and fig tree,
arid none shall make us afraid. That vision requires justice, not
méaningless words.

Hang in there my friénds of other faiths. The mvitation will come, and
when 1t does, please be more gracious in acceptmg it than the
Christian defenders of the faith who have kept vou waiting.

Dr. W. Owen Cole.
Chichester Unjversity College.

Whose Historv?

‘When | was first asked to contribute an article to this commemorative
booklet [ found the task a daunting one.

This may seem a strange response commg from a politician,

The whole species are renowned for being able to offer wstant
opinions on just about any topic that comes our way.

However, a contribution which celebrates 25 vears of Welverhampton
{nter-Faith Group must do justice to that achuevement. So | decided to
speak from personal experterice, which means that on this occasion a
politician knows what she is talking about,

When [ locked at the six themes from which | could choose my article,
the one which jumped out of the page at me was Education.

For many vears we have all argued that education 15 the key to
developing an understanding of the different cultures which live in
our town. Qut of knowiedge comes understanding.

But the main reason why the theme of Education caught my eve was
because of an experience | had about 12 vears ago 4s a parent,

My huspand fohn and | were at the stage of choosing a secondan
schaol for our son to go to, and being conscientious parents we
decided to look at about half a dozen schools on our side of town.

We dutifully went 1o aii the open evemng and asked what we thought
were all the right questions.

At one school we visited we found ourselves in conversation with the
head of the History Department and noticing the posters around the
classroom wall depicting Roman oecupation, Viking mnvasion, and
wars around the world, we asked the teacher whose history was
taught, bearmg m mind the multi-cultural nature of the school
students. (This was before the davs of the National Curriculum )




The teacher did not totally understand our question and so we gave
an example of what we meant - the British Empire. -

Was the British Empire taught from a different perspective than a
generation ago? Or perhaps more appropriately, was the history of the
British Empire taught from several different pe’rspectives? ’

The - answer disappointed us, mainly because it did not seem to

recognise that "a shared experience could have different
nterpretations.

This happened over decade ago, and 1 know that if a parent asked that

question teday of a history teacher in Wolverhampt
e ampton he/she would

Ore of the‘ reasons for this is because of the work of the [nter—F;alth

Group, which seeks to find common ground between all faiths and is

zase: on the important premise that there is more to bind us than
ivide us.

In seeking to promote this thought, we need to aim for the highest
common denogtinator - not the lowest. This is what Wolverhampton
Inter-Faith Group has always sought to achieve, and 1 hope that it has
another 25 successful vears ahead of it.

fenny Jones MP
Wolverhampton South-West
House of Commons.

\
{

The Outcome of One Visit,

My mterest in religions, other than myv own, was rekindled when |
attended a part-time course for teachers, over two terms, i R.E,

As part of this course. a group of us spent a day visiting varous
places of worship in and around Birmmgham, these mcluded s
Muslim Mosque, a Sikh Temple and a Hindu Mandir.

This visit highlighted to me, that although it Is important to talk about,
study and research different religions in the classroom, they only
actually come to life and have meaning when the places of worship
and the people within them, are experienced first hand.

To immerse oneself, just for a short while, in the religious and cultural
world of others, is not only intriguing but intrinsic to the
encouragement of learning, understanding and tolerance of others.
This is an issue very close to my heart and something, that through
my teaching, | endeavour to pass on to my children - ignorance is
threatening, autonomy lonely, but to share experiences and faiths can
onlv benefit and allav fear and superstitions.

This then, s where the Wolverhampton Inter-Faith Group has proved
to be such an asset in the education of children.

For the Shri Krishan Mandir, the Sikk Temples and the Mosques to
open their doors to us and for W.LF.G. to give generously of their
time, is undoubtedly not only necessary to aid our children’s
education, but it also brings their studies to life.

Our visits have always been enjoyed and [ feel glad to be classed as a
friend of the group

When [ first met Dr. Bando outside the Hindu Mandir, | knew | was
going to bring new experiences and new people to the children, but
what | was not prepared for and could never have imagined, was that
I mvself would learn so much and recerve such nospitality.
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For this to continge, through v,
recerved letlers of support a
some that [ asked for and so

our support, has bee:

: 3 n wonderful, | ¢

o ; hav
d information to aid the cumA ;
me that | did not. S

U will also always be

there ways be grateful that Dr. B .

. xfertj; precious video of his son’s Sdaecain‘[dﬁ was zglﬂmg to loan me
of these things have hel ead Ceremony.

! ped to equi

and ] thank Dr. Bando and the Growry 5151::5; Saianil

In conclus /e

L e x:rr:) th;en, Wolverhampton inter-Faith Grou ha
L es a great service to th e of o

ooy e education of our future

I wish the Grou
p another 25 v
their axistence. er 25 years of success and 1 am grateful fo
» T

Thank You

Diane Smith
Teacher.

Webb Heath First Sc|
Redditch Aol

Under the Bodhi Iree with the Dalai Lama.

In the winter sum, & jeaf fell from high up among the hranches of the
sacred Bodhi Tree and fluttered down into the very lap of the Dala
. ama. It was the kind of symbol the cmema would have used: the
spintual head of Tibetan Buddhusm, sitting o the ground hallowed by
the Buddha himself nearly two and a half mllennia ago, and the
falting leaf establishing a connection between them. A Christian might
have thought of the voice from heaven as the dove descended on Jesus
at his baptism, ‘This is my beloved Son; listen to him’

This enormous tree is magnificent i its own tight, But its history
marks it out as somethung without equal. For here, according to
tradition, the Buddha sat and, resolving not to rise until he attamed to
the supreme knowledge, and eventually reached enlighteriment.

That was a long time ago and no mortal tree wotld have lived from
then until now. This tree is Jescribed as the Fifth generation of the
ongmal Bodhi tree which gave shade to the Buddha - each new
sapling created from 1ts senescent forebear. '

History and tradition come together with modem devotion to create 2
place that must move the most cynical héart. [ believe in pilgrimage to
sacred places, not because there is any magic ot gnostic knowledge to
be found thereby, but rather because the ancient spiritual traditions of
the world aré all anchored to'the earth in this same way. :
Bodhgaya, the place of -the Buddha's enlightenment, just lilfg
Jerusalem for Christians or Varanast for Hindus, is special because the
devotion of generations gives us a direct conmection to the founding
events of out religious cultures. b ' ' o

Perhtaps it i natural for a Christian community to feel a strong affinity
for the meditative traditions in cther faiths, and particularl'_v in the
faiths of Indian origm. Strong links have been but up with some of
these other traditions, with the gateway to religious dialogue bemng
through the shared practice of meditation

I
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n 199 iolin ;
ghnstanaeI;;?::ess t(l;;CDalcx Lama gave the World Community for
A fon 1) Community A
Esgcentrated period of teaching and meditlai\losn SAnE By
at was perhaps unique about this occasion was that the Dala; Lama

used the opportunity. t
0 .C . :
Testasion : omment on kev passages of the New

To he: the Chrt

B:d ;;;; :xlc)e:dme Christian gospel texts came across to this holiest of

- Tl-leers Gu;z:)sd a ;{emarkable experience for the Christians who
: eart Seminars, as th

subsequently published as a book with t;e saei‘:,new:ar:necan i Howe

reached a wide audience. and have

This piler B
= fhg‘llﬁage of Christians, to meet the Dalai Lama again, grew ott
e th;ancountey, Called the Way of Peace Pilgnmagé E’xt is t:

: 4 three part nutiative of mutual understanding an/d peao:ee

making. A journey like th
geographical sense. ¢ ths has to make spirtual as well as

It b ‘i fi
as to work from a travel point of view, but it aiso has to have a

spititual coherence with
: ] one day
without hiatus or incongruity, ’ leadmg "atu’aU_V 10, the rext -

We were challenged
challenge at every stage. We planned a | ;i i
v]nl?:S to i:msnan and Hindu ashrams andl;J pdgm:g]eo:::mlrzil‘;gmtlgl
a, and a dawn cbservance on the sacred river Ganges at Vaxan:si

The climax of the i
3 Journey was t h
His Holiness at Bodhgavé. vas to be-the three davs of meetings with

Tree within a few feet of His Holiness and
his Jap. The Dalai Lama picked it up
Fr. Laurence. 'For vou' he said.
g the Beatitudes and watched
the compassion of

{ sat under the Bodh
watched this first leaf fall into |
with a delighted laugh and passed it to
Then we listened to Fr. Laurence readin
the Dalai Lama's head bow lower at each blessing,,
fesus and of the Buddha indistinguishable.

Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
Blessed are those who moum, for they will be comforted.

Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.

Blessed are those who hunger and thirst after righteousness,

for they will be filled.

Blessed are the merciful, for they will be shown mercy.

Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God.

Blessed are the peacemakers,

for they will be called children of God.

And then, over the next three davs the Dalai Lama answered our

and asked his own and we ‘talked about’ compassion in
action and how to be content, about inner stillness, salvation’ and
enlightenment. And every dav we meditated together under this
mcomparable tree. And, as we did so, the desire that all beings should
be happy was nurtared and strengthened as we saw how Jesus and
the Buddha - and their disciples in the present day - are motivated to
remove suffermg. o i

questions

Revd. Kenneth Wilson
Soul of India Tours.




God’s Blessing and Congratulations to the W.LE.G.

It ss with pieasure that these words are penned tor vour

Commemorative Silver Jubilee Booklet oy some members of the
Association of Women Executives (AW.E)

The membership of the association s for women active
responsible’ positions i all forms of busmess and other professions.
Two of its aims are “to keep abreast of world affars” and “to meet
regularly on a social basis” It is a resuit of these two aims that the
association made contact with the Wolverhampton Inter-Faith Group,

Iy engaged in

Qur first successful visit, in 1995, was to the Nanaksar Thath

Sikh Temple and in 1998, equally successful, to the Shree Krishan
Mandir.

Visitors to these places of worship carmot fail to be impressed bv the
welcome and hespitality received. The umique way in which the love
of God through humanity is emphasised 1 a universal way is
stncerely portraved. Understanding and tolerance are promoted and
encouraged and they cause even the non-religious amongst the group
to question themselves.

The overwhelming effect after a visit is one of peace and goodwill to
all people.

Mavis Downes.
Property Manager and Member of AW.E on Visions for the Future.

MOer 02 A-WV.L_on Visions for the Future,
Looking back into history, we find that a number of wars and disputes
between countries have concerned religious beliefs.

As far ago as the eleventh and twelfth centuries we had the Crusades,
where the Christians set out to capture Jerusalem from the Saracens so
that pilgrimages could take place to the Holy places. In more recent
times we have had to witness the dispute between Hindus and
Muslims in India, the suppression of the Orthodox Church in
Communist Russia, the persecution of the Jews in Hitler's Germany

and the conflit in Northern Ireland between Catholics  and
Protestants.
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i hatever name
All faiths and religions wors‘mg aa;;prerréi ;;:;g 3\1/1 ;;;n?i\tsah -
fhed il them - God, Brahman, Bu 3 Y, Jeng
‘};‘2 U‘:Iolz:\ ctr(;ec(‘ias set out a way of life for their people to follow.
a " %
jerv il come to understand and
: hope for the future that evervone will € e
“e;s Z:: ejsi:'one alse’s way of life an‘d worship, atmt htie 200
iar};led out by the Inter-Faith group heips to Prom:]s etorv ;md 2l Bl
Perhaps in years to come we can look back into y
religious conflicts are no longer happening,
U;:ff“l Qti‘:t:e;;ink of freedom they must be brave enough to love one
“Before they
another.” b
G 1) ) s
%;Tmé;en:: is not a garment to be put on ard off at will. Its seat

in the heart, and it must be an inseparable part of our being’
(Mahatma Gandhi}

udith Tizzard. Valuntary Worker writes on Experiences.

i Midlands are in
i i large conurbation of the West
Tt lflsmha::r‘ éalj[t‘htshin:irgnltums. For us all to Live m:alrmhzny with
s ir:):h?ar and understand, our two Visits have been 5(}:\1;33 v.vere "
%’;Ce welcome at the Sikh Gurdwara and the Hmdu

o vistt the buxld’mgs and take part in the devotions s owed the
N »

- th of the community and the extensive work carried out in the

warmf

wider area.

Adrienne Hall.

g i igi ith.
Religious Education Co-ordinator, writes on Religion/Faif

Middle
3 “hildren from Aston F}elds Mi
e st places of wership m

| have brought approxim ; ,
Sc:ool, Broi}:sgrove, Worcestershire to v
Wolverhampton in the last five years.
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[ strongly believe it is through our voung people that tolerance and
understanding of others will develop and have the most meaningful
impact.

[t is the work of the Wolvethampton Inter-Faith Group that provides
the vehicle to achieve this. It 1s the response and reactions of one of
these children that so simply sums up the good work of W.LF.G.

Louise Sutton. Pug,jl; aged 12, writes:

There are many religions in the World. They all started in different
times and in different places. Years ago each part of the world had its
own religion and almost everyone in that area would follow the same
religion. But in modern times people travel much more than they used
to, s0 you can meet the members of most religions in every country.
Members of all religions have special places where they gather
together as a famly of believers, usually these are special buildings,
people spend time and money making them look attractive.

The main religions of the world may appear to be very different but
they have much in common, -~ +-+ g &
The way of life they follow, the family atmosphere and the laws
followed in their daily work are important s a‘way to ensure people
lead considerate lives.

It is hoped that people who believe in God will know what is right
from wrong as thev live bv His standards.

[n conclusion, as we rmove towards the Millenmum may the
Wolverhampton Inter-Faith Group continue to show to us the
immense love of God, which is all embracing, and may all people live
in Peace and Harmony,

Adrienne Hall

on bBehalf of AWV .E.

O God - “I Have Need of Thee”
(A Hindu perspective)

O mv Lord! You are the centre of my life
Come to me, ‘T have need of Thee’
I would forsake my earthly attachments
So that life of ‘spirit’ in me can usher in me.

in the mirror of my Jonely heart

Thy image only [long to meet,

[ shall give up all my egoand ‘I
And strive to reach Thy lotus feet.

I know 1 have to lose ‘myself for sake of Thee
with prayer on lips, and light from Thy face,
My heart is wide open for you in glee’
to receive the gift of Thy loving “grace’.

Bless me,  don't forget Thee even for a moment
pray, | should always love and serve :l'hee,
In all my long journeys from birth to birth

Thy love should never be lost to me.

In the midst of all my thought, work and deed
| surrender myself totally to Thee,
Humbly do [ bow and sing Thy song
And receive vour blessings, never to go wrong.

My tranqui soul is but Thy gleaming part

O God, my beloved, my light and darling,
Such prolonged separation breaketh my heart
in Thy mercy, come to me, “I have need of Thee

Dr. D. Bandopadhvay.
Development Officer.
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Are We Thinking Big Enough???

One ” S s
ne “Inter-Faith” Christian ponders WIFG's Silver Jubilee and the

Millennium.
Nelson Mandel i
h 4, in his maugural speech 1
A n 1 said:
Qur deepest fear . d e
is not that we are inade
Our deepest fear i
s that we are powerful b
eyond
It 1s our light, not our darkness s
that most frightens us.
We ask ourselves, who am |

to be brilliant, gor )
) , gorgeous, talented
Actually, who are vou not to be? e b

You are a child of God,
vour playing small does not s
5 - ¢
There is nothing enlightened about shj'rmvklE ’nt N
50 that ather people won't feel insecure about vou

We were born to make manifest

ma the Glory of God within us.

t is not just in some of us; it ‘s in everyone.

And as e let our own light shine, '
We unconsciously give other people
permission to do the same.

As we are liberated from our own fear
our presence automaticaﬂy liberates others.”

At the i i
. 1987111:?::1::;!1“8 of. IENET ( the Inter-Faith Network U.K.)
s 2 = o the major faith communities in the UK. m t :
ogfp er at a common future. Hassan Askari commente;i'. e

Cojfgaps only in Britain, and only at this moment in h;storv

e i such‘ a meeting as this be taking place.” v
wo!vemme' earliest pioneers of that historic meeting was in
i dp on when the Wolverhampton [nter-Faith Group (WIFG
ormed, in weakness, with uncertamty, but with V[SIONp —
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The Millennium marks (roughly) 2,000 years of Christianity. with AD

L ard b as 15 symbol s

\anne domun:  YOAF ot the Lord ) oas 45 symPosL vigdlenmun g
CE, the ‘Common Era’ that has been adopted for practical
convenience by the ‘united world community’.

For the 'man/woman in the street’, and the commercial world, it 15 an
excuse for an almighty binge, and vast expenditure.

As a man of faith, I hope we will enjoy the party - not be ‘holier than
thou' over celebration. This wonderful world, and its wonderful
human achievements are meant to be enjoyed and celebrated.
I hope that all humans will discover at a deeper level our joint
tenancy, with ‘all sentient beings’, and our physical environment, of
planet earth; and rediscover the mystery of space - time, and of life, in
which we are set. | hope that Christians, celebrating JESUS' 2,000th
birthday will re-dedicate themselves to Justice and Peace, Shanti,
Shalom, slam, remembering the ’angels’ song’ at JESUS’ birth:

Glory to God in the highest

And peace to his people on earth.
And are any group of people rot HIS - GOD's people?

Many Muslim, Sikh, Hindu, Buddhist, jewish, friends (and many
western secular agnostic/ humanists) recognise that Millennium 1is
firstly a Christian celebration. They are hoping that Christians will
celebrate it by taking the lead in drawing together people of all
faiths and none in a Millennium pledge: g

Rejoice together in GOD's world, réjecting nobody

Recognise our many past mistakes/ disasters and repent

Commit ourselves to building a world as it is MEANT TO BE
That's good, high sounding language. WHAT'S THE COST?

Christians say that JESUS got himself crucified trying to do just that.
He ran foul of established religion, impenal power and the mob. Only
GOD was on his side, and he felt deserted even by GOD. Other faiths
tell some similar stortes. 50, if our task 15 a bit daunting, we are m
good company.

Christians say IESUS rose agamn. Has that meaning for those of other
faiths or none?

Revd. Tim Fyffe.
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Meeting as Friends - Inio The New Millennium

I am sure the we all have experiences of communication or the
lack of it. and how meeting and forming a basis for dialogue through
friendshup. helps: to. promote greater understanding and trust (and

conversely, how a lack of dialogue leads to the erosion of the qualities
of a peacetul societv)

All over the world, there are walls littered throughout the verv fabric
of society - high walls buit upon half-truths and false perceptions
about-what and who might be on the other side. A lot of the time, the
media makes use of these sweeping generalities, assumptions and
ignorant guesses, because creating a stereotype, and feeding on
peoples’ fears sells newspapers and people believe what they read.

The problems start in society when the walls are too high to see over,
when there is no meeting, when there is created within one’s own
cliquey cultural/religious enclave, a view of the world that is solely
based upon what the papers say, or what we heard someone say -
second or third hand about what is “out there”, When this happens,
society 1s in greater danger than it realises.

The Welverhampton Inter-Faith Group has now spent twenty five
years challenging these barriers that have stood in Wolverhampton,
and in so doing, has contributed towards the ‘positive community
ethos that exists in the town today - we have achieved some good
things for the benefit of many. We have discovered that meeting 15
good and dialogue through' friéndship and trust can penetrate even
the sensitive aspects of differences in faith (the biggest barrier of them
ally. Friendships and trusting relationships form the surest bases for
meaningful dialogue.

36

meeting of faith, culture and
a sharing of what makes us
h in our mudst -

| think we can all see the need for a true

tradition - that 15 open and tr:nislzi;n:s- e
eople, Our challer v g

e falthf“l zerepsted few who already appreciate vtlle,h; de

““‘;“83[ “r\ed LI\"elatmr\smp. It is rather to the majorty

dialogue a

' T i
crouched behind wails that needn't be there at al

i er, there 15 a great

o i Ml}\lzfl:?pléolie\%dverhampton to seek

= mV‘l: ;and rgake friends with people on the

ediscover a God-given humamtyﬂcomm:':

ach other better. As W}I}Fb, v:r‘e Ly

g n 2000 a project that will enable just thatPto ‘eif)pew’n -
lab‘zlin::]:gg n T:he Millennium” Project (The MIM Proj

e

¢
/ you!
coming to a worshipping community near y

As we approach the
opportunity before us.
ja‘;s in which they can me
other sides of local walls - to
to all - to learn to understand e

ke forward the wonderful legacy of 25 yel:lxys
el he next phase of this world's
a hopeful future

1 t
his 1¢ the best way o
Zf what WIFG has achieved, u}to t SE,

history, where we <an meet as friends an

together.

The Revd. David Cooper
Ligison Officer of WIFG an

4 Interfath Officer of the Diocese of Licifield.




A Personal Vision for the Future

In our Silver jubilee Celebration

: i we should be thinkun,
ad\,int oﬁ the new millennium, which 15 basicallv 4 Chr?stdi:;\)uetv:et
:nfxr g 2000 years of the birth of Jesus Christ. We should be a ivin
vays and means of making it relevant, meaningful and lmpozpirzr'n rg

the diverse communities in th i
: ) e city !, it wil S
ettt city (hopefully, it will be a city by then)

;/fouhls T::"( wqeﬂ‘ :sl‘; ”wha]t h;'i‘s that got to do with us?” Well, the events
ustory, quite honestly, have very often made for sobe ; i

:v‘l::: ca.n;ot g1veI a good testimony to human achievem::tg r;f;i;ztg

ery single civilised and caring individual sho ] ;

uld  feel

;{shamed oé our record of achievements during the past mexflen:gl;r

ngw:zl/:r, eing alshamed and feeling guilty for the action of athers

eve very little else. What is required is action for change for a

better world for all, irre: i
spect igi iliati
e 3 pective of their religious affiliations and

The Inter-Faith Meetin i i
b g in the Millennium (MIM) project
a; tﬂ; inclusive approach and it is right and pmpsr t’hat ]:h:nx:l:z:‘}/’ t
; 1:\,1 : h;;/e :Ed has, come from the Inter-Faith Group which has bee:
g for the past 25 years to bring about umity in dj

; 3 k v in diversity -
Sreatma bco‘mmumr_v understanding and relationships and the::i);' a
ense of belonging to this wonderful Metropolitan Borough. ’

As an onginator of the Inter-Faith dial
L . - ogue, both professi /
‘slgcxdll),f during the last 36 years g‘;ln Britaximre;osmtzlal;; r
thsl;;:na}x:npt;cnc - 1 feel extremely enthusiastic about the future role :;
r-raith Group which, needless to say, has wi
‘ " v, orked
hard since its inception for justice and fairness in the B()rmxg}fxueme"V

S:;:ifa;th d;al{;)gue hhas just statted to be understood and more
© accepted as the most important means b i
T v which inter-racial
a\dl 'mt‘er-rehgwus understanding and harmony for co-existence i
olverhampton, nay in the whole world, can be created
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The new millennium brings us an ideal opportunty tor .t fieei tntte
a new world order tor all to work for peace, harmum nt

understanding.

| should like to take this opportunity to whaie-heartedhy
congratulate the Wolverhampton {nter-Faith Group for its pronectiny,
and visionary bridge building work over the past 25 vears. The
Group's work was recognised by 10 Downing Street some three vear
ago through the award of an MBE to its first secretarv, Mrs lvv
Gutridge, who. of course, thoroughly deserved the honour. A great
deal has been achieved by the Group for a better Wolverhampton and
a better Britamn for all durmg the past 25 years, but the work is not
firushed vet. There is a lot more that needs to be done, and the Group
s the most appropriate and best suited body to help facilitate it.

The Group is looked up to for advice, both locally and nationally, by
statutory as well as voluntary organisations, on sensitive 1S5ues; its
resources - such as the Directory of Places of Worship n
Wolverhampton, and the photographs, are referred to and highly
valued by all who come across them; its educational visits and annual
pilgrimage to places ot worship are cherished in the memories of those
who have participated in them.

Inter-Faith dialogue is not a new religion, nor 1s it an attempt to dilute
any one's faith or to convert to another taith. It is simply to create
opportuntties to understand one’s own faith better and to reflect on
what it means to belong to a faith and how it helps one to relate to
people who belong to faiths other than one’s own.

Over the past 25 vears, the inter-Faith Group has been helping us all in
a verv practical way to live in harmony and peace with one another
without giving up our religious beliefs or faiths, it has also been
helping us to find ways of accepting, understanding and respecting
one another, which requires courage of conviction and a deeper
understanding of our own faith.
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in this connection, | should ik
n, ike to bring in an ane
what | am trving to convey. = cote 0 dustrte

Nearly 30 vears ago. the Bishop of Lichfield v

L:eople - mostly Chnistians, to a{(on.ferenczkxinv:l::éjt?zelggic:mmhpr o
—\VSW;at can the Church do to create a multi-cultural Society?” 4

F: was one of very few non-Christians invited i
afford.ed the opporturuty to make a brief commen? otroa::t::: 01 ‘;’:‘5
questions. | remember very vividly what [ said at the time. Istoord' O
and there was complete silence, [ took courage ami said ”.Bisho t‘i'l\p
answer {is ‘very simple to me. All you have to do is to tumpifo ;
congregation into Christians. And [ shall say the same thin to t:r
Mauslims, the Jews, the Hindus, the Sikhs, the Buddhists and Ell oth;

faiths. A truly reli;
¥ gious person must love and tre I
as a brother or a sister”. #every human beng

Lstill believe what [ said then.

Tl‘us: is what [ feel the Inter-Faith Group has been trying to achieve
And this work must continue into the next Millennium., -

Harun Rashid
Vice-President
July 1999,
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Two Images and 2 Vision!

Since | furst came to the Midlands in 1983 [ have been a member of the
Inter-Faith Group representing Chnstian Aid. | have many memories.

1 et me share two images and a vision.

L Pravers for Peace on a cold January afterncon i St Peter’s.
The church is warmed by the crowd of people filling the seats. As the
service goes on | am struck by the differences between us - different
languages, music, clothes, symbols, holy books, prayers. 1 thank God
that in the mudst of this rich diversity we are united by at least one
thing - our shared longing for peace.

2 A sunny Saturday morning in Queen Square in May last year,
Throughout the morning representatives of  different faith
communities emerged through the busy crowds of shoppers and
brought Jubilee 2000 petitions bearing many signatures demanding the
cancellation of the unpavable debt of the world's poorest countries by
the Millennium.

These were then taken to Birmingham where many people from
Wolverhampton joined the great Human Chain to persuade the G8
leaders to take action to break the chains of debt. Once agamn,
whatever our background, one thing united us - our common demand
for justice,

3. When I think of the years ahead in the new Millenmium I can't
ignore words like these from the President of the Jubilee Afrika
Campaign - “Debt is tearing down schools, clinics and hospitals and
the effects are no less devastating than war.”

There can never be peace without justice. Yet, so many people feel
powerless to change anything for the better, given the remoteness of
political systems and the formidable power of corporate money.
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So my vision for the future, 1s one where we all feel empowered to
Eake a ditference by working together, Last vear at Birmingham the
8 Ieaqers weren teven going to discuss debt cancellation, But we put
don then agenda, and 3 vear later at Cologne they've anncurced
proposals to cancel $100 billion of debt '

It's not ver enough to release reai monev to tackle poverty and
provide proper heaith care and education. But the G8 meet agam in
July 2000 in Japan.

My prayer is that we have the determination, the anger, the
imagination, the staymg power to keep up the pressure on the
decslon- makers to break the chains of debt and liberate a billion
people from absolute poverty. And then let's g0 to work for the next
billion, inspired by our success!

And may the faith communities be at the heart of this struggle, this
pilgrimage, this work of love. May what we do now and how we are
w_1th each ot‘her show all the world that although we rejoice in our
different traditions we proudly unite in our passion for justice and for
peace.

Chatles Worth
Christian Aid.
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A City for the Millennium,

The 25th Anniversary of Wolverhamptaon Inter-Faith Group comes just
after the closing date for the submission of bids jor Citv Status to the
Home Secretary, who will advise the Queen

Qur bid is in and being assessed.

My vision fot the future is Wolverhampton the new City for the
Millennium. The town, through its communities, continues to exercise
the dignity and example of a city in all but name. To the people of
Wolverhampton, City Status would be a recogmbtion of their civic
pride, narmony, ambition and loyaity.

Ours is an ancient and distinguished community with at least a
thousand vears of recorded urban history and well over a millennium
of Christian worship on the same site.

Its stability as a place of worship has attracted many multi-cuttural
faiths that today worship alongside each other in harmony.

Its citizens are a resilient people who have fought back from the severe
economic circumstances of the 1980's to face the future with
confidence.

A future which is already being written, in the ground, as new projects
take root and in the imaginations of civic leaders, businesses and the
borough's young people.

We have one of the most vibrant muiti-racial communities in the
country, bringing together many international cultures to forge a
future combining the best of all.

Wolvethampton is regulariy chosen by Government to pioneer new

directions and urban policy from education through to economic
development and transport.
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M pesphc ol O
CARL el ks

centre for the admuustration of i T
¢ ustice and ¢ ion-
business and public life. J o KT

T:e industry and enterprise of its people is reflected in 4 thrivin
shoppmg and service centre for more than haif a million people w1tl'g1

easily-accessed city standard ‘acili
- § facilities in
education. spott, the arts and hugher

Rather than creating a meltin

; g pot. we encourage our
treasure their differences and celebrate their umqueiess wh?]izplie >
side by side with tolerance for all. ' aia
Wolverhampton Inter-Faith Group is a fundamental pillar in sharing

the wisdom, understand; i i
each other. ersianding and insights which flow from respect for

Citv Status would, [ beijeve, make a significant contribution to our

vision to build a safe, confidert and prosperous m ¢
u nulticultural

It will come as no surprise that our submission to the Home Secretary
was prqduced in a spirit of true partnership, with contributio frnry
all sections of the community reflecting business, sports tﬁs r;n
education, the meda, the voluntary sector and comn:lm}::tv lé\'dd:rs‘l '

These the s I
T ;Se are e strengths upon which we celebrate our past successes
and upon which we face the future with confidence.

Derrick Anderson
‘Vhlvef Executive ard Policy Co-Ordinator
Wolverhamoton Metropolitan Boraugh Council.

Visions for the Future

The Wolverhampton Inter-Faith Group has done some wondertul
work over the past twentv-five vears. It is still much 1n demand o
provide advice to Education Authorities, Police and Probalion
Services. Schools, Hospitals and many other enquurers. It has a name
throughout the country for being one ot the pioneers in this Held.

The presence of different faith commuruties in the same town i 4
chailenge to all of us. Each faith sincerely believes that it has received
Divinie Revelation - vital truths and teachings in which we brmng up
our children, and seek to share with others, Each faith community
would probably feel more comfortable in a society where 1t had a
monopoly! But Ged calls us to live together, and to find wavs of
understanding and respecting each other.

Without surrendering or compromismg our own beliefs, we have to
contribute them in a dialogue in which we Listen and learn as weil as
teach. If God is indeed the creatdr of ail life, we must expect to
ghimpse his face and hear his voice in every human tradtion.

A multi-ethnic and multi-faith community is a society in search of a
new identity. God is opening our hearts and minds to recognise one
another as brothets and sisters, and to be prepared to change This is a
great challenge which requires all the resources of respect, olerance,
courage, love and forgiveness which our faiths offer us.

Does WIFG itself need to change?

1 am struck by the fact that the newer inter-faith movement in the
Stoke-on-Trent area is called ‘North Staffordshire Faiths in
Friendship’, and not an Inter-Faith Group. Is there perhaps a danger it
the Wolverhampton Inter-Faith Group having become so well known
that 1t is taken for granted?

A few people give devoted service, and our various faith commumbies
- mosques, churches and temples - are grateful for what thev do. and
leave them to get on with it.




I think we need a greater sense of ownership of the movement by the
faith commumties themselves.

Oniv 1f our temples, mosques and churches themselves want to live n
friendship will the movement gather strength and have a firm
foundation for the future.

Previous attempts to encourage the faith communities to pay for the
work of the Inter-Faith Group by regular subscriptions have so far
faded. We rely on grants, and live ‘hand to mouth’. This is a difficult
chalienge which | believe our faith commuruties must face - do they
want the assistance and strength of a faiths in friendship movement or
not?

Sharing our Differences.

A mark of deep friendship is that we are prepared to share differences
as well as agreements, The Wolverhampton Inter-Faith Movement is
mature enough to share some of the things that divide us in our beliefs
and practices, as well as the things that unite us in the face of a secular
world.

In the new millennium we are moving beyond the stage of visiting
each other, exchanging messages of goodwill and uniting around
common interests.

There can be a wrong emphasis on disagreements when they are used
to divide us and sow mistrust. But there can also be a harmful
avoidance of differences which means in fact that we are failing to
listen and be chatlenged by the sincerely held beliefs of others.

In the millennium year a Conference is being arranged on the theme of
’conversion’ in our various faiths. This will be an important step on
the road of this deepening understanding. May the spirit and the
wisdom of the living God guide us as we share together in this
pilgrimage of faith.

Michael Wulfrun
Bishop of Wolverhamptor
President of Wolverhampton Inter-Faith Group
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Visions for the Future.

Our vision for the future is very much in keeping with the Inter Faith
Network's statement of purpose:

“We are working towards a Britain in which people of different
faiths can draw on their own spiritual heritage, with integrity, to
help create a society rooted in shared values and characterised by
mutual respect and understanding”.

We want our country to be one where people of different faiths have a
greater understanding of each other's beliefs and ways of life and
where the importance of faith in the lives many of its citizens is

properly recognised.

Our vision is of a society characterised by openness but also by clarity
and firmness of purpose, where there is active tolerance (not just a
grudging acceptance that others are “different”) and a willingness to
see the point of view of other people without losing the strength of
one’s own belief.

A vision for the future 1s an open one.

We can see the broad shape of what we hope it will be like. For it to
become a living reality will take the work of many people, and - to
speak from the point of view of our own personal faith - the work of

God.




Bringing about and deepening inter faith harmony will take the best
efforts of all the faith commuruties: Baha'i; Buddhist; Christian:
Hindu; Jam; fewish; Muslim; Sikh: Zoroastrian and others. [t will take
the willingness of educators, peopie in all the employment sectors,
local and national Government, and the wider public, to become more
aware of this.

[t is so vital to work to remove and prevent prejudice and
discnmination based on religious belief and practice (and indeed all
forms of prejudice and discrimination) and to find ways towards a
new consciousness of bemg part of a United Kingdom characterised
by a new, enriching and exciting diversity vet also by a clear
continuity with the past.

Bran Pearce - Director
Harrnet Crabtree - Deputy Director
Bhupinder Smgh - Information Officer

The Inter Faith Network for the United Kingdom
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